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DANCE REVIEW
British Choreographer Brings New Work Home to Royal
Ballet
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Bill Cooper/Royal Opera House

Dancers of the Royal Ballet in "The Human Seasons."

By ROSLYN SULCAS
Published: November 11, 2013
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But thanks to Kevin O’Hare, the director of the Royal Ballet,
Mr. Dawson was invited to create a piece. His presence in the
repertory adds to the sense that British ballet choreography is
having a moment, with Wayne McGregor, Liam Scarlett and

Mr. Wheeldon — all associated with the Royal Ballet —
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Sarah Lamb and Steven McRae in


http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Middle1C&sn2=52ccc1f7/48f30242&sn1=a0841e58/f829d125&camp=ING_DirectSiteSearch13-1850637-nyt1&ad=DirectSiteSearch12.ROS.FEB.dart88x31&goto=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3282.nytimes.comSD6440/B7326326.2;sz=88x31;pc=nyt202539A325775;ord=2013.12.18.04.36.02?
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
https://twitter.com/nytimesarts/nyt-culture/members
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2013/11/12/arts/12iht-dawson12-picB.html','12iht_dawson12_picB_html','width=635,height=630,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2013/11/12/arts/12iht-dawson12-picB.html','12iht_dawson12_picB_html','width=635,height=630,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/recommendations
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/recommendations/module&pos=MostPop&sn2=e755a705/f991e837&sn1=7319d990/14dba8dc&camp=FoxSearchlight_AT2014-1911123L-nyt5&ad=BELLE_NYT88x31.0414.jpg&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fbelle%2F
file:///login
file:///regi
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/extras/recommendations/recommendations.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Box1&sn2=e9c8729c/2717212&sn1=342dd76c/62e6b05f&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_betterretail_hp_ros&ad=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213&goto=http://nytimes.com/%3FWT.mc_id=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213-LOGO%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=232668
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Box1&sn2=e9c8729c/2717212&sn1=342dd76c/62e6b05f&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_betterretail_hp_ros&ad=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213&goto=http://nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213-VRT%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=232668
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3f4f/4/fc/%2a/n;44306;0-0;0;97430978;4307-300/250;0/0/0;;~okv=;pc=nyt215013A357362;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=MiddleRight&camp=Volvo-Tristate-Tier-II-1860742&ad=Bigad-97430978&sn2=8f0dc4ed/cc1bc8ef&snr=doubleclick&snx=1387341061&sn1=99f2743/12f16533&goto=
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Box1&sn2=e9c8729c/2717212&sn1=b1bef4de/9d701a8d&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_betterretail_hp_ros&ad=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/16/technology/tech-companies-press-for-a-better-retail-experience.html%3FWT.mc_id=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213-PH%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=232668
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Box1&sn2=e9c8729c/2717212&sn1=b1bef4de/9d701a8d&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_betterretail_hp_ros&ad=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/16/technology/tech-companies-press-for-a-better-retail-experience.html%3FWT.mc_id=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213-HDR%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=232668
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Box1&sn2=e9c8729c/2717212&sn1=b1bef4de/9d701a8d&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_betterretail_hp_ros&ad=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213-URL%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=232668
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Box1&sn2=e9c8729c/2717212&sn1=18261907/dbf8b805&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_betterretail_hp_ros&ad=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213&goto=http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/12/16/amazon-strikers-take-their-fight-to-seattle/%3FWT.mc_id=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213-L1%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=232668
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Box1&sn2=e9c8729c/2717212&sn1=18261907/dbf8b805&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_betterretail_hp_ros&ad=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213&goto=http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/12/14/a-missing-revenue-stream-from-mobile-apps/%3FWT.mc_id=TE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M336-ROS-1213-L2%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=232668
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Middle5&sn2=5d23cc4f/4b33046&sn1=f97bd776/32a01edf&camp=nyt2013_300x79_tapclickswipe_ros_3JF3U&ad=300x79_tapclickswipe_ros_3JF3U&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F205%3FMediaCode%3DWB7AA%26CMP%3D3JF3U%26adxc%3D211363%26adxa%3D331604%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance/british-choreographer-brings-new-work-home-to-royal-ballet.html%26pos%3DMiddle5%26campaignId%3D3JF3U
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=COeUpc5JzU5ahMcP8-QO2koLYDcfHxMIEj9LOsoEByqqW-TEQASCc8_gBKANQ787KowVgycapi8Ck2A-gAcGOkOYDyAEBqAMBqgSyAU_QYuvp3sYahztWvb09K1ElR8HFrnS6Kg-TJGUHm0f4bF7dpKUofSRML8KSK4k4LCvFzPOiNjkK_BtEEO0o2QKpKsuY99BDixl_W7YX8HfTtiST_oJAiE95kr4jfPX-9B6pwWWDuKQqgFqFz30CU-rAQFAcs3B054HJ_ogdOuZOaUHQh1IXjDOwr73B98iyTBfHQGtBGhYv8PxBq69vKP3oZfGmNKD6_o-aAJxjRqL5kSCIBgGAB6fx7xk&num=1&cid=5GiQLj0BDmd-v8RlwaQdddTu&sig=AOD64_14sFAnXSZWaB5_j9uIunpR0qU1dw&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.skincaresearch.com/retinol-cream/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=COeUpc5JzU5ahMcP8-QO2koLYDcfHxMIEj9LOsoEByqqW-TEQASCc8_gBKANQ787KowVgycapi8Ck2A-gAcGOkOYDyAEBqAMBqgSyAU_QYuvp3sYahztWvb09K1ElR8HFrnS6Kg-TJGUHm0f4bF7dpKUofSRML8KSK4k4LCvFzPOiNjkK_BtEEO0o2QKpKsuY99BDixl_W7YX8HfTtiST_oJAiE95kr4jfPX-9B6pwWWDuKQqgFqFz30CU-rAQFAcs3B054HJ_ogdOuZOaUHQh1IXjDOwr73B98iyTBfHQGtBGhYv8PxBq69vKP3oZfGmNKD6_o-aAJxjRqL5kSCIBgGAB6fx7xk&num=1&cid=5GiQLj0BDmd-v8RlwaQdddTu&sig=AOD64_14sFAnXSZWaB5_j9uIunpR0qU1dw&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.skincaresearch.com/retinol-cream/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFuCZc5JzU5ahMcP8-QO2koLYDZaIkY4E5q7qiVTEpoHdIhACIJzz-AEoA1C16abEBGDJxqmLwKTYD6ABkvb02gPIAQGoAwGqBLIBT9AC4c3exRqHO1a9vT0rUSVHwcWudLoqD5MkZQebR_hsXt2kpSh9JEwvwpIriTgsK8XM86I2OQr8G0QQ7SjZAqkqy5j30EOLGX9bthfwd9O2JJP-gkCIT3mSviN89f70HqnBZYO4pCqAWoXPfQJT6sBAUByzcHTngcn-iB065k5pQdCHUheMM7CvvcH3yLJMF8dAawBjbiDw_EGrr28o_ehl8aY0oPr-j5oAnGNGm_SrHYgGAYAH1omLJQ&num=2&cid=5GiQLj0BDmd-v8RlwaQdddTu&sig=AOD64_1FED68X7N95M-HgguUPS2RoLjlSA&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://tds.macpaw.com/index.php%3F11%26campaign%3Ddisplay_text_cmm_speedup_dco_us
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFuCZc5JzU5ahMcP8-QO2koLYDZaIkY4E5q7qiVTEpoHdIhACIJzz-AEoA1C16abEBGDJxqmLwKTYD6ABkvb02gPIAQGoAwGqBLIBT9AC4c3exRqHO1a9vT0rUSVHwcWudLoqD5MkZQebR_hsXt2kpSh9JEwvwpIriTgsK8XM86I2OQr8G0QQ7SjZAqkqy5j30EOLGX9bthfwd9O2JJP-gkCIT3mSviN89f70HqnBZYO4pCqAWoXPfQJT6sBAUByzcHTngcn-iB065k5pQdCHUheMM7CvvcH3yLJMF8dAawBjbiDw_EGrr28o_ehl8aY0oPr-j5oAnGNGm_SrHYgGAYAH1omLJQ&num=2&cid=5GiQLj0BDmd-v8RlwaQdddTu&sig=AOD64_1FED68X7N95M-HgguUPS2RoLjlSA&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://tds.macpaw.com/index.php%3F11%26campaign%3Ddisplay_text_cmm_speedup_dco_us
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6Yhxc5JzU5ahMcP8-QO2koLYDZXlkdAFrYSUho8BwI23ARADIJzz-AEoA1DZnsOLB2DJxqmLwKTYD6AB46m14gPIAQGoAwGqBK8BT9BCqc7exBqHO1a9vT0rUSVHwcWudLoqD5MkZQebR_hsXt2kpSh9JEwvwpIriTgsK8XM86I2OQr8G0QQ7SjZAqkqy5j30EOLGX9bthfwd9O2JJP-gkCIT3mSviN89f70HqnBZYO4pCqAWoXPfQJT6sBAUByzcHTngcn-iB065k5pQdCHUheMM7CvvcH3yLJEFzxi1aA7lsQcF4dlQ5nh-R1mNVM3ZA-9n3pGYTzqSYgGAYAHhdbKHQ&num=3&cid=5GiQLj0BDmd-v8RlwaQdddTu&sig=AOD64_3fqjJo3hUZWda3Ud1faggBEQuw4w&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://l.lewpp.com/cgi/r%3F%3Bn%3D203%3Bc%3D905813%3Bs%3D13288%3Bx%3D7936%3Bf%3D20628929%3Bu%3Dj%3Bz%3DTIMESTAMP%3B%3Bac%3D003%26ai%3D305B34BAF822277DE922931B423B637736F5A339%26ad%3D38309972637%26sp%3D%26fb%3D%26mt%3D%26aceid%3D%26program%3DBookkeeping%26AreaOfInterest%3DBusiness%26ProgramsOfInterestType%3DBookkeeping%26theme%3DBusySchedule%26publink%3Dnew
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6Yhxc5JzU5ahMcP8-QO2koLYDZXlkdAFrYSUho8BwI23ARADIJzz-AEoA1DZnsOLB2DJxqmLwKTYD6AB46m14gPIAQGoAwGqBK8BT9BCqc7exBqHO1a9vT0rUSVHwcWudLoqD5MkZQebR_hsXt2kpSh9JEwvwpIriTgsK8XM86I2OQr8G0QQ7SjZAqkqy5j30EOLGX9bthfwd9O2JJP-gkCIT3mSviN89f70HqnBZYO4pCqAWoXPfQJT6sBAUByzcHTngcn-iB065k5pQdCHUheMM7CvvcH3yLJEFzxi1aA7lsQcF4dlQ5nh-R1mNVM3ZA-9n3pGYTzqSYgGAYAHhdbKHQ&num=3&cid=5GiQLj0BDmd-v8RlwaQdddTu&sig=AOD64_3fqjJo3hUZWda3Ud1faggBEQuw4w&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://l.lewpp.com/cgi/r%3F%3Bn%3D203%3Bc%3D905813%3Bs%3D13288%3Bx%3D7936%3Bf%3D20628929%3Bu%3Dj%3Bz%3DTIMESTAMP%3B%3Bac%3D003%26ai%3D305B34BAF822277DE922931B423B637736F5A339%26ad%3D38309972637%26sp%3D%26fb%3D%26mt%3D%26aceid%3D%26program%3DBookkeeping%26AreaOfInterest%3DBusiness%26ProgramsOfInterestType%3DBookkeeping%26theme%3DBusySchedule%26publink%3Dnew
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/dance/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/design/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/dance/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/television/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/video-games/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/international/index.html
file:///Users/clara/Desktop/British%20Choreographer%20Brings%20New%20Work%20Home%20to%20Royal%20Ballet%20-%20NYTimes.com.html?pagewanted=print
file:///Users/clara/Desktop/British%20Choreographer%20Brings%20New%20Work%20Home%20to%20Royal%20Ballet%20-%20NYTimes.com.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day&pos=Frame4A&sn2=72270860/53be7632&sn1=86cd5bdf/83b70798&camp=FoxSearchlight_AT2014-1911123-nyt5&ad=0501.Belle_NYT120x60.jpg&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fbelle%2F
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance&pos=Bar1&sn2=e9c8329c/3317212&sn1=d8c46e63/47ab1288&camp=nyt2013_bar1_ros_digi_hd_3L44Q_3L44R_3L44U&ad=bar1_braniston_v2shorter_3L44Q_3L44R_3L44U&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3004%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D225543%26adxa%3D349449%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/dance/british-choreographer-brings-new-work-home-to-royal-ballet.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3L44Q
javascript:;
javascript:;

"The Human Seasons.” among the most sought-after dance-makers today.

British choreography was the theme of the program on Saturday, which set “The Human
Seasons” between Mr. McGregor’s 2006 “Chroma” and Kenneth MacMillan’s 1962 “The Rite
of Spring.”

Mr. McGregor and Mr. Dawson do not have similar physical styles. Mr. McGregor’s
distinctively nervy, sinuous whole-body undulations, ducking heads and slicing legs contrast
with Mr. Dawson’s lyrical lines and closer adherence to a codified ballet vocabulary. But both
“Chroma” and “Human Seasons” are abstract and contemporary in feel, with sculptural,
installation-like backdrops, and on Saturday they shared many of the same dancers. (Eight of

the 10 dancers in “Chroma” figured in Mr. Dawson’s “Human Seasons” cast of 13.)

In the way they push ballet to its formal extremes, both Mr. McGregor and Mr. Dawson are
strongly influenced by William Forsythe, whose company Mr. Dawson danced in for two years.
But “The Human Seasons” has a romanticism and sense of drama that bring an unusual
emotional charge to the dance. Those qualities are amplified by Mr. Haines’s score, which

alternates slow, shivery lines of string sounds with more propulsive, urgent rhythms.

The four couples who begin the piece seem constantly in flight. The women jump up and out of
their partners’s arms as if escaping their hold and the men have bravura allegro ensemble
passages or solos (a particularly dazzling one at the beginning for Steven McRae) in which they

seem driven by an unnamed urgency.

The energy and drama that this urgency communicates is one of the best things about “The
Human Seasons.” (The title is taken from the John Keats poem of the same name, but its theme
of the passage of life is not obviously echoed in the ballet.) Mr. Dawson’s skill at moving his

dancers through endless and surprising configurations is another.

The structure of the ballet is unpredictable and for the most part satisfying. Mr. Dawson often
adds a lone figure to his segments for the four central couples (Lauren Cuthbertson, Edward
Watson, Melissa Hamilton, Eric Underwood, Sarah Lamb, Mr. McRae, Marianela Nifiez and
Fedrico Bonelli) and new formations mutate magically as the dancers (who also include Olivia
Cowley, Itziar Mendizabal, Beatriz Stix-Brunell, Johannes Stepanek and Dawid Trzensimiech)

melt on and off stage.
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A version of this review appears in print on November 12, 2013, in The International New York Times.
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Royal Ballet Forsythe, William (1949- )

Ailey at Lincoln Center
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